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Dear Brethren ! 
II muſt give much pain to every pious mind that is 
concerned for the truth as it is in Jeſus, and the 


reace of our Zion, to obſerve the condut-of ſome 


of our good, but miſtaken friends; who have a 
zeal for God, but nat according ta knowledge. They 
have greatly diſturbed the peace of this circuit, 
by publiſhing pamphlets, the tendency of which is 


to miſleadthe people, andprejudice their minds againſt | 
ſome of the moſt reſpectable members of Conference, 


by groundleſs affertions and uncharitable ſur. 
.miſings.—As a proof of this, I need only call your 
attention to the following | particulars :—In the pre- 


face to Mr. Weſley's Reaſons againſt a Separation 


from the Church of England, ſold at the Chapel 


.door a few. nights ago, the author, after profeſſing 


great eſteem. for Mr. Weſley's memory, informs us 
i, our wiſe Head, is dec- 


« trine and diſciplin? 5” that “ his rules aud maxims 


t werefaſbioned after the genius and ſpirit of the Goſpel 
« of Feſus;” and in the very ſame page, does not 


ſcrupſe o recommend to us, as 4 moſt.ſenſible, 
46: ne, "and feriptural book,” a pamphict, enti- 
Aled, „ Confiderations on a Separation of the Metho- 


dil from the fable Church.” Now every 
"one who: reads this performance, and is at the ſame 


aide arquainted with Mr. Weſley's doctrine and 
pline,-will diſcover as great a contrariety both to 


dne and the. other, as light to darkneſs! | 
' -- Yn the laſt page of Rea/ons 57521 7 Separation, 4 


Few quotations are given us from Mr. Welley's 


orks, in ſo. unguarded and injudiciqus. a manne), 


view as one of the molt 
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ef. contradi àing and inconſiſtent mortals that the 
world ever beheld. What fincerity can there be in 
compliments paid to fo excellent a perſon, who is at 
the ſame time thus wounded in the houſe of bis 
friends ? : 

The ſubſtance of what our injudicious - Brethren - 
wiſh to propagate and eſtabliſh,” may be reduced to 
the two following propoſitions: | 

Iſt, That Mr. Welley never did ſeparate fot” 
the eſtabliſhed Church, but always uſed his power 
and influence to prevent it; 


—— 


da That the Conference; fince his death,” have © - * 


| in ſome places granted a ſeparation ; and-introduced | 
novelties and innovations into our ſyſtem never 
known amongſt us in Mr. Wefley's life-time; with 
x view to make the ſeparation become general. 
The firſt of theſe propoſitions, in a qualiſiet ſehſe, 
may be true; but in that fenſe in 
derſtvod in the concluſion of “ Reaſons againft a* 
os Separation ( ſee note 2d in laſt pa e) viz. preach- 
1 in Church hours, I BY. in this fente, Mr: 
.. Weſley was a ſeparatiſt to all intents and purpoſes.“ 
But whatever Mr. Weſley's thoughts of a ſeparation - 
might be in the year 1786, when Deptford friends 
requeſted preaching in Yhurch: hours, yet theſe were 
not his thoughts in the year 1790, (ſee note 1, © 
Conſiderations, Cc.) as appears evident from a Ser- 
mon he then -publiſhed, (ſee Arminian Magazine, 
vol. 13.) wherein he remarks concerning the ſocietx 
in Dublin, that & n good end preaching in Church 
hours had be and © which could not haut 
been ſo well anſwered in any other way; unt, 


* (/trange as it may / found) 1 it prevented ſeparation | 


from the Cbureh.“ 


Neither was: preaching in Church hours the ſe. 
 Paration Mr. Weſley intended, when he publiſned 


his I'welve Reaſons, as is evident from the 8th Rea- 
lon, where Mr. Weſley fays, © To form the plan of 
*"a new Chaves world require inſinite time and care, 
| A2 . * with 
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-* with-much more wiſdom, greater depth and exten. 
« frueneſs of thought, than any of us are maſters of.. 
Now it is evident Mr. Weſley muſt mean here 
nothing leſs, than forming the Methodiſt Societies 
iato an Epiſcopal, Preſbyterian, or Independent 
Church; by which we mult underſtand, the terms of 
Admiſſion and Communion to be altered - the Rules 
of Diſeipline changed - a new mode of Government 
adopted, and freſh Church Officers appointed; 
which, as is obſerved above, might indeed require 
great wiſdom and care: But jt is well known ſuch, 
a: ſeparation as this was never. yet attempted, either 
in Mr. Weſley's life-time, or ſince his death; and 
it muſt. have been againſt ſuch a ſeparation as-this, 
and this only, that. he has proteſted in his Twelve 
Reaſons, For had he meant preaching in Church 
hours only, what depth of thought, what wiſdom, 
time 8 care, would have been required. to ap- 
nt it ER, " e | 
Ee Thus have I endeavoured to reſcue. Mr. Weſley) 
from thoſe unfavourable ſhades, with which his. 
wiſtaken friends have too inadvertently ſullied his 
memory. And glad ſhould I have been, if bis ve- 
perable name had never. been introduced into this. 
unhappy controverſy; for if there does appear, in 
any part of his conduct, the leaſt glimpſe of incon- 
ſiſteney, it was ſingly reſpecting the point in debate. 
Let Gary cover it with her veil.—-He reſts from 
his labours, and in the morning of the reſurrection. > 
ſhall riſe fairer than the fun, and ſhine. in glory. b 
tranſcendent, for ever and evers | , 
I would obſerve, reſpecting the ſecond propoſition : 
If our Venerable Father ſeparated from the 
Chorch, ſo haye the Conference; if he did not, nei- 
ther have they; for I boldly aſſert, that the Con- 
ference are now purſuing the 0LD and oNLY plan 
which Mr. Weſley "left them —by following the 
ings of Divine Providencgte. x 
That preaching in Church hours has. beg preee 
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tiſed amongſt us almoſt from the beginning, I need 
inform none who are acquainted*with the London 
Societies; and you well know this has been the: 
cuſtom, for years back, at Hunſkt'and - Morley, in 
this neighbourhood :—Alſo, when neceſſity required 
it; Mr. Weſley appointed the travelling preachers to 
adminiſter the Sacraments; as a proof of this, I refer 
you to the following letter, written expreſsly on the- 
ſubject by Mr. Murlin: | F< IP 
« Tn order to deceive the people, theſe diſcerning, 
gentlemen will tell you, that the preachers have de- 
- parted from Mr. Weſley's plan: But I deny it. It 
was Mr. Wefley's plan ta follnu the leadings of” 
Providence. I hough he was a Miniſter of the Church. 
'of England, yet, when. called by Providence, be 
preached in the flreets ; built chapels, and preached in 
themz and employed Lay-preachers, He alſo ſent 
Travelling-preachers to Scotland, to preach, baptize, | 
admmiſter the Sacrament, and to mur. 
“ But theſe gentlemen affirm, that, the Sacrament ' 
was never given in England by Larmen, in Hr. 
IW-efley's life-time: but 1 deny it. Above thirty gears 
ago, Mr, Wiley ſent me to the city of Nartouchy ta a 
congregatton, 'who defired the ſacrament 5 and I bath 
baptized their children, and adminiſtered the Sacra- 
ment to: the people, part of three years; - and the 
Preachers who: followed me did the ſame. Ce there 
has been nothing done by the Preachers ſince Ar. 
 Weſley's death, but bat bad been done in his life 
limes Ca] Joun MuRLin.” | 
We ſhall now offer a few remarks on thoſe Twelve © . 
Reaſons, which twenty or thirty years ago induced 
Meſſts. Weſleys ta oppoſe a total ſeparation from 
the Church; and confider how far, under preſent 
cireumſtances, they militate againſt the accommo- 
dating plan adopted by the Conference, e 
Reaſon J. is altogether perſonal, and can apply 
i none but Meſſrs. — — for what- 
| A3. | ever 


— 4 


. "(6 "os 
ever ſolemn declarations they made, died with them. 
and could no way bind thoſe that-/ ſucceeded . 


Reaſon II. if it has any application, is altogether 
againſt» thoſe- who: ſo violently oppoſe. the. preſent. 
excellent-play, of accommodation, adopted by the 

| Conferenee, But we forbear to call thoſe opponents, 

' as My. Weſley does, perſons ſeeking and deſiring c- 
caſion of offence, the enemies of God and truth.., _ 
Reaſon III. gives us a. clear idea of Mr. Wel- 

c _ thoughts concerning the weakneſs or prejudice 
of good people; it was not their reaſon, but their" 
prejudices which he feared ;| but we have caule to 
| bleſs God, that ſince that time Reaſon has gained 
an amazing influence over the prejudices of both 
preachers and people ;—as a proof of this, I refer 
you to the manly and impartial conduct of the'Bril- ' 
tol Diſtrict- Meeting, and the noble ſtand which the 1 
members of that ſociety made in ſupport of the Rights 0 
of Conference againſt undue influence. : 
Reaſon IV. and V. may have ſome weight, tho 
not half ſo much as when Mr. Weſley wrote them, 
and theſe are ſtrong arguments, why ſuch a formal 

_ ſeparation, as he there treats of, ſhould be guarded 

againſt, on the one hand; and why the liberty Which 
the wiſdom of Conference has granted be protected, 
on the other: For, as great numbers of our friends, 
in moſt of the largeſt ſocieties, requeſt the ſacraments. 
from our own preachers ; and as others prefer the 
receiving of them at the Eſtabliſhed Church; (an 
unity in ſentiment appearing impoſſible, and per- 
haps wholly - unneceſſary). a happy medium was 
adopted by Conference, in hopes to conjoin both 
parties in one common Methodiſtic bond zb 
adviſing thoſe who prefer the Church * 2 
| „ 


If the reader wiſhes to be informed more of this buſineſs, he 
is recommended to conſult two very ſenſible pamphlets, one wrote by 

Mr. Benjamin Rhodes, of Birmingham, the other by Mr. Jona han 
Crowther, of Briſtol, both very teſpectable travelling preaebers. * 
Sold by T. Hannam. F 
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dilge their preference by going as uſual, and by. per- 
mitting thoſe. who do. nut attend at Church, to be - 
accommodated by our own preachers in our own: 


ch els. 4 248 | — 
This is a broad bottom and a liberal plan, the 
genuine index of-enlightened minds and catholio 
ſpirits. TI, enn | 225 
"Reaſon VI. and VII. applied very well to the 
time of writing; but as the ſtate of our ſocieties is 
entirely — as * We do not (in ceriain caſes) 
all think and ſpeak the ſame: thing, and as * Contre- 
verſy is not quite aſleep,” though the forming a new. 
church be by no means neceſſary, yet an-extenſiorx / 


to our very continuance in one united body. 


already ; and as this, is the key which unlocks the 
meaning of all the other, I wiſh the reader to keep it: 
conſtantly in view: It is the forming a new Church, 
that Mr. Weſley oppoſed ; and not the extenſion 
of thoſe privileges, which were even then partially 


Reaſon IX. Here I obſerve, that as unneceſſary 
alterations ſhould. always be avoided, for: now, 
ſhould a total ſeparation from the Church, left any; 
of this evil fruit ſhould appear; but at preſent the ſeale 
ſeems quite changed and (fad to relate!) ſome of our 
people ſeem much more inclined to ſpeak evil of our 


of them have been brought to the knowledge of the 
truth. Sorry I am to ſay, that never ſince Metho- 


preſent; and never was,/there a time, when our 
Preachers more needed our prayers, and /e/s deſerved 
our cenſures. | - E A 

Reaſons X. and XI. cannot poſſibly militate againſt. 
the preſent uniting plan, however, forcibly they 
might be directed againſt our eſtabliſhing a new. 


Church. : | 


of Chriſtian privileges is become eſſentially requiſite 
| Rexfon VIII. Of this I have ſpoken at large 


own Preachers, tho* by their inſtrumentality many 


diſm exiſted,” was this evil half ſo prevalent as at 
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Mr, Weſſey' s partiality for the Eſtabliſhment ma 
- be evidently ſeen throughout theſe two Reaſons; 


and. tho many good and great men have lived and 


died in communion with the Church, yet it mult alſo 
be ted, that numbers of men; equally holy and 


ul, have found cauſe to diſſont, and ſtill have 
preſerved their piety. and uſefulneſs: In proof of 
this, I need only mention the names of Richard 
Baxter, and Joſeph Alleine, in England, with the 


mn 
9 


venerable Mr. Elliott, whe fled. from En gland to 
America, on account of that. deteſtable act of Uni- 
formity made in the reign of Charles II. by which 
2000 of the brighteſt lights in the kingdom were ex- 


tinguiſhed in a day.“ And who will ſay, that the 
preſent Dr. Coke, is now either leſs ang Gt uſeful; 
when he is ordained Superintendant- or Biſhop of a 
Church, quite diſtinct from the Church of England 
than he was when he ſerved-a-pariſh-? or the labo- 
25 ys * was was alſo ordained 
1 Mr. We | 

; N den Kli is. 3 Meſſts. 
Weſleys, and much of its force died with them 
But as a great number of perſons in this land belong 
to the Eſtabliſhed Church, certainly care ſhould be 
taken that none of thoſe privileges whichthe members 
of it have enjoyed amongſt us ſhould:be diminiſhed; 
and this the Conference has wiſely done, by conti- 


ning the morning and evening preaching, as uſual, 


in many of thoſe places even where ſervice is ap- 


pointed in Church hours; and alſo in not making 


the receiving the Lord's Supper from our o 

Preachers the t of communion-amongſt' us. 
In this plan nothing is done for one perſon, 

to the diſadvantage of another.; for the Methodilt 


Preachers (like St. Paul) are debtors to all men ; 4 


diſpenſation of the Goſpelis committed to them, to go int? 
all the worla, to preach it to every creature; and 


in the execution of this commiſſion, they mult 
ruſh through every opening door, neither r 


egarding 
#* Sce page 11. | high 


| 699 *„ *R 

Wh or low, Church Men or Diſſenters, any perſon, 
or any thing, which would oppole their grand deſign 
of winning Touls to Chriſt © 441 

From what has been ſaid, every one muſt obſerve, 
that tho” the Iwelve Reaſons, in the ſenſe they were 
underſtood by Mr. Weſley at the time he wrote 
them, might have conſiderable force; yet it mult be 
very injudicious of our friends, now to apply thoſe - 
Reaſons againſt an extenſion of privileges in our ſo- 
cieties, which Mr. Wefley-applied againſt the forming 
new Church; — for every one knows, that the con- 
ſtitution of our ſocieties, is exactly the fame as it ever 
was We have no new terms of admiſſion or cõm- 
munion, no new rules of diſcipline, no new Church . 
officers appointed, no new mode of government 
adopted; hut all things, of this nature, continue 
juſt as they were from ti beginning -The Word of 
God. is. ſtill our only and ſufficient rule both of 
fith and practice; and as that rule gives us no dis- 
toctions concerning the hours of preaching, neither 
does it enjoin us to attend tie place of worthip by + 
judgment; let us imitate its divine Ann W's 
pive every man the */ame- liberty, even the liberty 
which 1 wiſh for Loma IT | | 1. 

The unhappy controverſies which are equates 
feund among Chriſtians, might eaſily be prevented, 
if, inſtend of too great an opinion of our own wif- . 
dom we would attend more to the Word of God: 
The Self-important is never ſo happy, as when + 
ſiting in the Dictatorꝰ's chair, to fix his on ſenti- 
ments as the teſt and ſtandard of truth. As it is of 
conſiderable importance to us, fallible ereatures, to 
know that we are liable to miſtakes, as well as dur 


brethren, that we may ſearch out and ebrrect our * 


errors; and as our only infallible guide in divine 
tbings is the Word of God, would it not be well 
forall, both preachers and people, ſeriouſly to conſider 
le following paſſages of God's Word, and adopt 


them 


thi. the i 
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them i our future conduct, as they may be applicz- 


- 


ble to our reſpeRive ſtates and firuations ? 

2 Tim. iv. 1, 2 J charge thoe, therefore, before 
God and the Lord Yifus Chrift, preach the word, le 
ant in ſeaſon, out of Teafon. 

Matt. Xxvili. 19. Go ye therefore, .&c. 


Mark xvi. 15, 16. Go ve inte all the world, and 
- Preach the goſpel to every creature. 


Theſe ſcriptures fully define the time and. plac 


For the | veer ly 
I Theſſ. v. 21. Prove all . things, hold faft that 


| wubich it good, 1742 


1 Tim. v. 17. 19. 5 
1 Theſſ. V. 12, 13. N * 4; 4 | 
Iſaiah viii. 20. To che law-ond id the teftimony ; if 


they Jpeak not according to #his word, it is becauſe 


there is no light in tbem. . . 
2 John 10, 11. J/ there come any unte you, and 


| bring not this dofirine, receive bim not into your houſe, 
neither bid him God ſpeed ; fir he that biddeth hin 


Gad ſpeed, is partaker of his cuil dead. 

er. xxiii. 32. Behold I am againft them that 
propheſy falſe dreams, ſaith the Lord, and do tell them 
and cauſe my people to err by their lies, and by their 


lightneſs ; yet I ſent them not, nur commanded then; 
"5M * they. Pall not profit the people at all, ſaith 


- 


the Lord. 


The two laſt paſſages apply to all Miniſters who 


neither live nor preach the Goſpel, Church Men 
as well as Diſſenters ;—and it is hoped; they will be 
a ſuſſicient apology for-thoſe who deem it unlawful 
to attend their miniſtry. Were we but duly con- 
cerned for the welfare of precious ſouls, and our 


eyes ſingly directed to the glory of God, we could 


not but be exceedingly cautious what Miniſters we 


pointed out as feeders of the lambs, and paſtors of 
the ſherp of the Shepherd. of Iſrael, Inſtead of 
a 5 urging. 
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Farging attendance at thoſe places where the Miniſter 


kaſelf is a ſtranger to real religion, both in doctrine 
and practice, ought we not to ſay with our Lord 
Beware of falſe prophets, left the blind be leaders of 
the blind, and both-fall into the ditch i we be par- 
takers 'of their evil deeds, —or remotely inſtru- 


mental in extorting the following ery from their 
wailing ſpirits in a world of woe 


9 Lord, ayenge my blood 

On that unpitying wretch, who ſaw me run 
With full career, the dire enchanting road 

To cheſe devouring flames, yet warn'd me not; 
Or faintly warn'd me; and with languid tone 
And coal barangue, denounc'd eternal fire 
And wrath divine“?! 


- — — — 
. * * . . 
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Note referring to page 3. 111 
dome of our friends ſay, that Mr. Weſley declared that he lived 
2nd died a member of the Church of England; would not they have 
done well to have given us Mr, Weſley's definition of the Church of 


England, which is as follows: 


« The Church of  Frgland is, that body of men in Are, in 


whom there is one ſtirit, one bope, one Lord, one faith, which have one 


baptiſm, and ene Cod and Father. of all, This, and this alone, is the 
Church of England, according to the doctrine of St. Paul. 


, 


Arminian Magazine, vol. 9, page 14-—Of this Church wwe alſo hop 
to'live and die abi. TROP 


Note for page 8. 


'* Is it not ſtrange, tho' the cruel policy of thoſe times be uni ver- 
{ally reprobated, that ſome of the Methodiſts, both Preachers, Truf- | 
tees and private members, ſhould run into the ſame error, in theſe 
enlightened days For if you will not worſhip God, when, where, 
aud as they pleaſe, they would debar. you from their” pu]pits, and. ex 
clude you. from their, ſociety, if they had. it in their power, { bel 
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- APPENDIX | 
* £4. | 1 | £20 | 
AS great offence hath been taken from our having | 
- preachingin Church hours on tlie Sabbath day, | 
it is thought neceſſary (as many do not underſtand the 
eeircumſtances) to lay a conciſe ſtatement of the 
riſe and progreſs thereof before our brethren, that 
they may ſee how we have followed the openings of | 
Providence. 8 1355 1 
It pleaſed the Lord in the ſpring of 1794, to | 
Tevive his work in a very remarkable. manner at 
"Woodhouſe, which 1 them. to open their 
chapel on the Sabbath-day in the forenoon, for 
prayer, &c, The Lord was pleaſed in a very ex. 
 *traordinary way to bleſs them, in this mean of 
Fare ſo that great numbers were brought to the 
owledge of the truth. The report thereof ſpread, 
people flocked from various parts, and great num- 
bers often went from Leeds; fo that their chapel 
many times could not contain them. Some of our 
friends wiſhed that a fimilar meeting might be intro- 
duced at Leeds; —Firſt, With hopes that jt might 
- be equally uſeful; and ſecondly, to accommo- . 
date thoſe who had no fixed place of worſhip. - Mr. 
' Hanby-(our worthy Aſſiſtant) was conſulted on the 
| + - ſabyjeQt, and after ſome heſitation; gave his conſent, 
| for a prayer- meeting to be held in the yeſtry adjoin- 
ing the chapel; but as it could by no means contain 
| the people that attended, on the- third Sabbath 
| 7 Aſſiſtant's leave) we held it in the chapel. 
Ju this time a few individuals began to be of- 
fended, and requeſted Mr. Hanby to withdraw the 
1 iſfon he had given; but. as he ſaw no juſt cauſe, 
be” he very propefly refuſed, leſt by ſo doing he ſhould 
in againſt ' Chriſt, The next Leaders' meeting, it 
was «ranimouſly requeſted, that a freſh place — 
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and maker is Gad. | 1 "Xs 
AP gr many years paſt, the Methodiſts in Leeds 


| C 
be taken, in which, thoſe who wiſhed,, might have 


prayer meetings, or preachings at any time, as they 
pleaſed... Ex poſtulations then enſued, that ;the. 
meeting might he held for another Sabbath, and 


nothing done in haſte; but all to no purpoſe. — 
One or two Leaders determined to lock the door, 
and publiſhed in the chapel that there would be 
no prayer - meeting there the Sabbath-day follow- 
ing. e alſo having a key might, in oppoſition, 
have inſiſted on our privilege; but, as lovers of 

we quietly withdrew. According to the 
aforeſaid unanimous requeſt; a place, which is called 
BeTHEL, was taken, and the expences of fitting up 


defrayed by a few friends; a prayer- meeting was held 
there two or three Sabbath- days in the forenoon; 


then preaching was introduced, which continues to 
the preſent, to accommodate thoſe, who in general 


did not attend the worſhip of God at the eſtabliſned ; 


Church. Judge ye; no, let the world, let poſterity 
judge, what j cauſe of offence in allthis. Many 


of our ſocieties had the ſame indulgence in Mr. 
Weſley's life-time.  -And * one has eveu now | 
if he or ſhe can more 


, 
bo 


full liberty to go elſewhere, 
profit thereby.. - 


= 


Ta ere 600 00 e £41 IEA. 
But however, in a few weeks, to our great aſ- 


toniſhment, thoſe very people, who requeſted that 


à place might be taken, and who promiſed not io find 
fault, were the fir/t, and almoſt the ox/y perſons, who 
— 5 pl cenſure, and A all in op power to = F 
e the Innovation as they pleaſed to term it: And, 

055 it ö 7 Some even 8 3 
us, who preferred the 22 of our. on preachers | 
to others, as diſaffacted to G 

of our Iſrael, &c. Though we believe that we wiſh 
a8 well to the Government of our country, as thaſe 
who calumniate us. But it is not our province, as 
| Chriſtians, to dabble in politics; the kingdom which = 
-we ſeek is ONE that is tu come, of which the builder _ 


tell it nat in Gath 


— 
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overnment, troublers 


. 
—— — Ry x [———- 1 — 


* 
- . — — — . —— 


(14). 
ä e 
Worship, and no — taken (ſed tempora mu- 
tuntur); now to hear our on preachers at hours 
the © molt convenient for our families, is become an 
unpardonable crime; a erime, for which, if ſome had 
their wiſhes, 2 9 
polled from our caihp. 
| — j“ 


Plays Te e, 

, As make the angels weep," 

The Lord: on high. is mighticr than the poiſe of many ate 

| ve than the mighty wayes of the ſea.” 1 

We are happy to find Mr. Welley-has ſo effec- 
fectually pleaded our cauſe, in the following letter, 
publiſhed: in the Arminian Magazine, vol. 3, page 
4023 we therefore recommend it 1 l 


dur friends: 3 
of Fable Wain ggg fin, by the 
a N | 


Der sii, Sept. 20, 1757. 
The lo Lam abſent from London, and the 
-more-T attend the fervice of the Church in other 
places, the more I am convinced of the unſpeakable 

ll} 7 — which the people called Methodiſts enjoy. 

{| ' Tmean, even with * Public Worſtüp, parti- 
Kulatiy on the Lord's Bay. The Church where they 
_ * affemble is not gay or ſplendid; which might be an 
{> hindrance on the one : nor ſordid or dirty, 
Wo - which might give L on the other: but plain 2 
1 well as clean. The pe U . nhmynr 
1 not a gay, crowd, who come to ſee an 
5 e oh ny of goodly, formal, outßde 
i _ "Chriftians, whoſe religion lies in a ull round of du- 
18 ties: but a people moſt of whom know, and the tel 
j © earneſtly ſeek to worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth- 
= * Accordingly, . do not ſpend their time there in 
ö "bowing an ing, or in ſtaring about them 
Az deli upward and locking ing ward, e 
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Tei al no fall drantage tht the perſon whos 
reads prayers (though not always the ſame,) 


yet is 
al one, who may be ſuppoſed to ſpeak from his 
e life is no reproach to his profeſſion ; 


and one who performs. that ſolemn part of divine 


ſervice, not in a careleſs, hurrying, flovenly.manner,.. 
but ſeriouſly and ſlowly, as becomes him-who is tran- | 


ſacting ſo high an affair between God and man. 
Nor is their ſolemn addreſſes to God interrupted :/ 


18 


either by the formal draul of a pariſh clerk, the 


ſcreaming of boys, who bawl out what they neither 
feel nor underſtand, or the unſeaſonable and un- 
meaning impertinence of a voluntary on the o 
When it is ſeaſonable ta ſing praiſe to God, 2 do. 
it with the ſpirit, and with the underſtandin : 
not in the miſerable, ſcandalous doggerel of 2 


Critie. What they ſing is - therefore a proper con- 


ing ſelected for that end (not by a poor hum- drum 
wretch who can ſcarce read <4 he drones out With 
ſuch an air of importance, but) by one who knows - 
what he is about, and how to connect the preceding 
with the following part of. the ſervice: : Nor does he 


take juſt & two ftaves,” but more or leſs, as may „ I 


raiſe the ſoul to Gad: - eſpecially when ſung in well} | 


compoſed and well-adapted _— not by d handful 9 
of wild unawakened ſtriplings, but by « whole be 


ous congregation ; gg then not lolling at eaſe or in {1 
the indecent poſture . af e. out one 


word after another, Fat all flanding Goc, 
and praiſing him luſtily and with a good courage. 

Nor is it a little advantage as to the next partof 

e ſervice, to hear à Preacher whom you knew to 


lve as he N Ae the genuine ou of - 


xening to user of God, and' pouring out their; ; 


and Sternhold, but in pſalms and h W yt | | 
both ſenſe and poetry; ſuch as would ſooner proyoke 
a Critic to turn Chriſtian, than a Chriſtian. to turn 444 


 tinuation of the ſpiritual and reaſonable ſervice j be- Y * 
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t Salvation through Faith, wraught in the 

eart by the Holy Ghoſt: declaring preſent, free, 

full Juſtification, and enforcing every branch of in- 
ward and outward Holineſs. And this you hear 
done in the molt clear, plain, ſimple, unaffected lan- 
gunge; yet with an earneſtneſs becoming the impor- 
* - tance of the ſubject, and with the demonſtration ob 

the ſpirit. 

* With regard to the laſt and moſt awful. W 
of divine ſervice, the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper, altho' we cannot Tay that either the un- 
worthineſs of the Miniſter, or tho unholineſs.*of 1 
ſome of the Communicants, deprives the reſt of 
bleſſing from God, yet do they greatly leſſen 6e 
comfort of receiving. But theſe diſcouragements 
are removed from you: you have proof that he .me 
_ adminiſters, fears God: and you have no reaſog 

| believe; that any of your Fellow - Commun. 
walk unworthy of their profeſſion.? Add to ut 
whole ſervice is performed in à decent and ſolemii 
manner, is inlivened by hymns ſuitable to the dea. 
„tion, and concluded wich prayer chat comes ant ei 49 
f of feigned lips. eu 
* ow then of all the people in; Grete 
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in grace, and 3 
Jelus Chriſt We DAY, 


Woke Xs 8-7 iS a: ir: ; 
| my It theſe W. Neale 
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